AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


On the 1" of August 1965 at the Headquarters of the Australian Forces in 
‘Vietnam which were located at the Free World Building in Cholon District, 
Saigon the Australian Field Post Office was Established. The Post Office 
AFPO 1 operated here until it’s closure on the 13“ of September 1972. The Post 
office used two hand cancellations and in late 1968 a Pitney Bowes machine 
was tntroduced. 
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Above an air tter mer am AFPO 1 whichis was ee iran the Army 
Australian Headquarters in Saigon. 





Above a piece that bears a strike of AFPO 1 on the first day of it’s 
opening on the 1* of August 1965. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted from AFPO 1 in Saigon on the 2" of May 1966 addressed to 
England. The cover bears good strikes of the AFPO 1 cancelation and the 
Defence Forces Concession 19 cachet. 
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Mounted above are two pieces showing the AFPO 1 circular steel 
handstamps used from April 1971. The handstamp measurers 30.5mm 
and has a letter A (Saigon HQ) or B (Ton Son Nhut Airport sorting 
office just outside Saigon) above the 1. These handstamps are scarce. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted from AFPO 1 in Saigon on the 30™ of July 1971. The official 
cover was posted to Australia and bears a strike of the AFPO 1 Pitney 
Bowes. Bowes machine cancellation. 
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Below a picture showing Christmas cards and mail being sorted at an 
Australian field post office in Vietnam. 





AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


The Australian Forces Post Office (AFPO 3) at Vung Tau handled all second 
class mail coming into South Vietnam and all first class mail for 1 ALSG 
soldiers. The post office was operated by nine men who handled an average 
of 400 bags of second class mail per month outgoing, 1500 bags incoming 
with about 120 bags of first class mail. All these men had completed a special 
postal course at Townsville, Australia. 
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The cover above was posted by 17123 Captain R. W. Smith of the 110" Signal 
Squadron, 2" Signal Regiment of the Australian Army. The cover was 
posted to his wife in Toowoomba, Australia. The cover is cancelled witha 
machine cancellation dated for the 14 of October 1971. The cancellation on 
this cover is an example showing the year misplaced above the day and 
date. 


The 110“ Signals Squadron was raised in 1966 to provide communications 
support during the Vietnam War. Members of the unit served in Vietnam 
until 1972 when they returned to their barracks in Australia. 


References. 
1, Original writeup about the Vung Tau post office by Mike Knott. 
2, www.pronto.au.org The Royal Australian Signals Corps. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted from AFPO 3 based in Vung Tau. It was posted by a member 
of the Australian 3" Special Air Service Squadron back home to Australia. 


The cover bears an unboxed forces concession rate cachet and Australian 
forces post office 3 (AFPO 3) date stamp dated for 26th of September 1966. 
The cover comes from the ex Mike Knott collection. 
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This is a photograph of the Australian 3" Special Air Service in Vietnam 
C.1969 





AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
‘VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted by a leading aircraft man in the No. 9 Squadron of the Royal 
Australian Air Force dated 1968. At the time the cover was posted AFPO 3 
was based in Vung Tau, South Vietnam. 


The cover below is cancelled with an early strike of the AFPO 3 machine 
cancellation, which was first used in early October 1968. This cancellation is 
dated for the 23“ of October 1968. 
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This photograph shows troops of the 1* Australian Regiment waiting to board 
Troquois helicopters at the start of Operation Pegasus in 1968. The No. 9 Squadron 
joined other RAAF units in South Vietnam in June 1966 with Iroquois helicopters. 
Most RAAF aircraft were removed from Vietnam by February 1972. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted by a Signalman of the Australian 103 Signals Squadron after 
their move from Vung Tau to Nui Dat. The cover is tied with an indistinct 
AFPO 4 handstamp and a boxed FORCES CONCESSION RATE cachet which 
was authority for the letter to be carried by air to Australia for 5 cents. 


103 Signals Squadron was unit responsible for maintaining communication 
within the ANZAC command. 
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Above a picture j 103 aE an — room at Nui Dat. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A commercially used registered cover from the Australian Field Post 
Office 4. The cover was posted by a Sergeant of the 104 Signal 
Squadron based at Nui Dat. The cover bears a rubber registration 
mark and a Passed by Customs rubber stamp. It was back stamped in 
Australia on April 8 1968, taking seven days in transit from 


tetnam. 
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A104 Signal Squadron relay station at Courtenay Hill, Vietnam 
during Operation overlord in 1971. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A commercially used cover sent by the 6" Battalion Royal Australian 
Regiment (6 RAR). The cover bears a clear strike of the AFPO 4 


handstamp dated for the 14" of February 1967, as well as the new style 
AFPO 4 registration mark. 
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Above is a picture of a patrol from D D Company ¢ 6 Royal “Australian 
Regiment/New Zealand (ANZAC) attached to a 400 storng 
Vietnamese Government battalion. They were taking part in the five 


day Operation Quyet Thang ‘We strive for victory. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted on the 6 of December 1966 by a member of the 5" 
Battlion Royal Australian (5 RAR). The cover is cancelled with a 
clean strike of the AFPO 4 datestamp, as well as the 5 RAR unit 
handstamp snd the concessional a markna 
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The above picture shows 2 Viet Cong captured during a fire fight between 
ANZEC troops including members of 5 RAR and a 12 strong Viet Cong force. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted on the 30" of December 1966 by a member of the 6" 
Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (6 RAR). The cover bears a 
clear strike of the are 4 fantan as wella as the í 6 RAR unit 

handstamp. F = 
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AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted in 1968 by Captain D.N. Brook of the 12" Field 
Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery. The cover is cancelled with an 
early strike of the AFPO 4 Pitney Bowes machine cancellation. Note 
the use of the American ‘publicity’ envelopes and the free mail 
concession. 
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL i POT769.010 


Above a picture of the 12" Field Regiment, R.A.A. in Vietnam. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A cover posted from AFPO 5 based in Phan Rang, South Vietnam. It 
was posted by a member of the 2 Squadron of the Royal Australian 
Air Force. It is tied with an A.F.P.O. 5 datestamp measuring 30.5mm. 
Due to the small amount of mail which passed through this Field Post 
Office this was the only datestamp ever used. 
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The Field Post Office 5 was opened on the 13 of February 1967 and served a 
small RAAF garrison at Phan Rang. The airfield had first to be prepared 
and constructed by the No. 5 Airfield Construction Squadron RAAF. 
Number 2 and Number 9 Squadrons of the RAAF moved in with their 
Troquois helicopters when the Air field was finished. The post office closed on 
the 30“ of June 1971 when the RAAF were withdrawn from South Vietnam. 


AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


This cover was posted from the forward base at Phan Rang which is 
roughly midway between Nui Dat and Nha Trang. AFPO 5 is one of 
the scarcer of the Australian Field Post Office markings and is not 
often seen as most infantry mail appears to have been received at 
AFPO 4 at Nut Dat. 
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The above photograph shows above shows the soldiers of the 5 Battalion The 
Royal Australian Regiment boarding their Iroquois helicopters for 
operations in the Nui Dat area during 1967. 
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AUSTRALIAN FORCES DURING THE 
VIETNAM WAR FROM 1965 TO 1972. 


A commemorative type envelope posted from AFPO 5 based in Phan 
Rang, South Vietnam. It was posted by a member of the 2 Squadron of 
the Royal Australian Air Force. It is tied with an AFPO 5 steel date 
stamp dated for the 23" of September 1970. 
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The picture above shows an Iroquois helicopter preparing to embark a 
mortar company at Bien Hoa. The Iroquois helicopter better known by its 
nickname the “huey” was the type of helicopter flown by 2 Squadron of the 
RAAF during the Vietnam war. 


